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With their engaging journalistic writing and crisp storytelling, authors Kevin B. Smith and Alan

Greenblatt employ a comparative approach to explain how and why states and localities are both

similar and different in institutional structure, culture, history, economy, geography, and

demographics. A great blend of high-quality academic analysis and the latest scholarship, this Sixth

Edition is thoroughly updated to account for major developments such as state vs. federal conflicts

over immigration reform, gun control, and voter rights; health and education reforms aimed at

improving the effectiveness of state and local government service delivery; and the lingering effects

of the Great Recession.
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"Governing States and Localities is engaging and informative. The authors balance different

ideological perspectives in this solid introduction to state and local government. This book will

always serve as a good resource for future research to any student who holds on to it." -- Michael

Bobic "Governing States and Localities is the best state and local textbook available. It is flexible

and adaptable to suit a variety of instructor strengths. Student responses to the book have always

been very positive. The comparative approach comes across vividly through analytical presentation

and engaging vignettes, and the content is well-written and visually inviting." -- Scott Moore "This is

the best book I have encountered on state and local government. Smith and Greenblatt combine a

wealth of information on states and localities in a variety of different ways, including the presentation



of engaging vignettes, illuminating statistical charts, and the latest research on major topics in the

field. At the same time, they build students' skills so that they can consider the information from a

comparative perspective. What more can you ask for?" -- Douglas Kuberski "Governing States and

Localities is an excellent, full-coverage textbook that successfully highlights the variation of states

across time and space. The authors provide many interesting and current real-life examples to

highlight the relevancy of the material. The text has a strong analytical and empirical focus, while

remaining accessible and engaging." -- Andrea McAtee

It works okay. It does NOT have the proper page numbers so if your professor posts page numbers

you have to endlessly scroll until you find the paragraph heading that is assigned. The book is also

glitchy. Moving forward and backward will result in pages missing and re-appearing.
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